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"AN INTRODUCTION
TO BARRE CHORDS

Learn two new chord shapes that willlet you

Explain what a root note is

Identify notes on the sixth string of your guitar

play any chord you want!

Root notes
efore you can get stuck Into barre chords there are a couple
Bof pieces of info you need to nall. The ‘root note' is the note
a chord get its name from. It's the most important note in a

Your sixth string

fattest one) so that you can play your barre chords at the

Play your first barre chord

chord. The root note of a ‘G’ chord Is a ‘G’ note. You'll encounter the
root note when you go on to name and think about the other notes
. in a chord, which are certain ‘intervals’ away from the root.

notes on a guitar in the long term, for now, you only need to know
i the notes on the sixth string. Use Example 14 as a guide, but take

Y ou need to know the notes on your guitar's sixth string (the

correct fret. While it's important for guitarists to know all the  : your time to learn them properly.

EXAMPLE 14: notes on the sixth string MP3 TRACK
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Here are all the notes on the sixth string (the fat one). Start off by leaming where the nates without a sharp (#) symbol are - these are the most common ones.

Moving magic
he two barre chords you're
I going to learn come from
chords you already know.
You're going to move an E chord

and an E minor chord up a single
fret and then use your first finger

o 3]

to 'barre’ across all the strings, IIPL.EQ anE chord without using your first finger, 2 Move the E chord up oﬁe fret. 3 Lay your first finger across t.he first fret.
thus making barre chord shapes.  This Is an F chord, Repeat this process with an Em chord to get an Fm barre chord,

EXAMPLE 15: barre chord shapes MP3 TRACK
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lowest sounding note is the root note
Here are the two barre chord shapes: one is for major chards, the other is for minor chords.

Any chord, anywhere
nce you've got used to playing these shapes you can explore neck. Simply find the root note of the chord you want to play (eg,
the rest of your guitar's neck — barre chord shapes have no the ‘B’ of ‘Bm’) by looking at Example 14 above and then play the

open strings in them so they can be played anywhere aon the appropriate chord shape (in this case, the minor one) there, Easy] &

EXAMPLE 16: simple barre chord progression MP3 TRACK
G Am Bm
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There's no strumming pattern for this example so you can concentrate on playing your new chord shapes.




